
[image: image1.png]during the day in preparation for the famous Kimberly Quiz. Lea had prepared a challenging set of question and over
dinner the tables were hard at work. All passed the quiz but there had to be a winner and it was Heathers team. It was
fun but it did prove that guest did learn, as well as enjoy themselves, on the Kimberly expedition.

Day 10 Lacepede Islands and Dampier Coast
Sunday 21/08/11

After another predawn breakfast we boarded the Explorer for a cruise to a mainland beach in Pender Bay. We hiked
ashore across receding sand flats and over dunes to a freshwater lake. There were animal tracks everywhere including
those of a stork, stone- curlew and mice. Old Aboriginal middens and fireplaces were evident. A longer walk back
and wet boarding raised out fitness levels and helped to justify the magnificent meals we had been swallowing with
glee. We arrived back to the CP wet and happy.

Malcolm had been asked several times about climate change impacts and risks to the Great Barrier Reef in particular.
To answer them all he gave a wide ranging but focused powerpoint on the subject. He said the management of the
reef had moved on from predicting changes to mitigating the actual impacts observed. In the middle of the talk an
intermission was spontaneously called as the Captain on the bridge called down with a whale sighting. We were
treated to a classic display of a mum Humpback Whale and her calf. This was two of many whales we had seen on
the voyage and more were to come in the afternoon. These magnificent animals are a fitting farewell to the
Kimberley coast.

Brown Booby, Lacepede Islands

The Lascepede islands were heralded by flocks of curious Brown Boobies. The Explorer was able to enter the lagoon
and land some passengers for a look at large fluffy Brown Booby chicks. Many other species of birds were seen —
close to thirty in number. Some were resident seabirds, some shorebirds were migrants from $iberia and others were
passing through. Great views of masses of birds were seen. In the lagoon the action was just as hot with many green
turtles visible through the water and popping their heads out for air. Shovel-nosed rays in the shallows were another
wildlife highlight as was a large shark fin. The last ride in the Explorer back to the Coral Princess was a bumpy one
in the low waves but it got us there safely and dry and usual. Thank you mate Malcolm and Tavis.

That evening we had final Captains drinks and a magnificent farewell dinner from John. Many thanks were made to
the crew and passengers for all making the trip enjoyable and stimulating. :

CORAL PRINCESS CRUISES, CAPTAIN RUSSELL AND ALL THE CREW WISH YOU A SAFE
JOURNEY ONWARDS AND HOPE THAT YOU ENJOYED YOUR TRIP ALONG THE KIMBERLEY
COAST ON THE CORAL PRINCESS.
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