
[image: image1.png]For people not climbing up to the art site, Les took
them on a cruise around the spectacular Steep Island
(the great cod fish) where he showed them a deep
grotto, spoke about the aboriginal significance of the
island and then visited Bird Island and closer to Raft
Point.

After another filling lunch Les fed our minds with a
presentation of "Charismatic Terrestrial Fauna", a
great opportunity to hear some of the wealth of
information Les has on unique aspects of mammals
and birds of the Kimberley.

“Wa jina art site, Raft P

Rankin Island was the destination for the afternoon Explorer trip. Its slaty rocks had been piled along the beach
crest by powerful storm surges. We investigated one beach and found intriguing stone arrangements quite clearly
human created of these plates of very brittle ringing rocks. There true purpose is unknown but most likely
ceremonial. Lea lead a team to check out a freshwater wetland and Les lead another to a cave to look for bats. None
were in that one but it proved to be an old campsite and midden. Back on board the Explorer mate Malcolm guided
us along the coastline looking for potential bat caves. One small sea cave skilfully entered by the Explorer enabled
all to see Northern Cave bats flying around. The next cave had Les and Malcolm crawling and retrieving Sheathtail
Bats. Further on was a Peregrine Falcon on a ledge in the middle of a slaty cliff. We circumnavigated the fascinating
island and returned satisfied and hungry to the Coral Princess. After Dinner the fun began with Lea leading a game
of Celebrity Heads

Day 8 Horizontal Falls, Raptors Reach and the Iron Islands
Friday 19/08/11

We had moved to Talbot Bay overnight and anchored near Slug Island.  After breakfast we took the Explorerup
Talbot Creek. This area is very scenic with folded and near vertical beds of rock. We had a thrilling ride through a
narrow section where the tide was racing very fast. This area provides a very safe anchorage for boats, fuel barges
and pearl farm workers during cyclones and rough weather. A boat of local fishermen were not so prepared and
were marooned on a sand back for several hours. Nice plants included the Kimberley Rose, a type of Kurragong and
native cypress trees. Much of the area had been burnt in controlled fires aimed at regenerating the vegetation and
reducing fuel loads (Still no Chestnut Rails).

Next we visited the Horizontal Falls. There are two gaps cut into very resistant sandstones, probably initially by
way of a large joint in the rock. When sea level rose about 8,000 years ago the sea flooded through the gaps filling
the deep valleys between the ridges. Now, with the major tides of the Kimberley at each change the water either fills
or empties the valleys. As it pours through the gaps it generates the waterfalls. We had the rubber duckies with us
and Russell and mate Malcolm took us for an exhilarating ride in them through the narrow gap of the first falls. We
entered the first embayment and went over to the second falls which are much narrower and where we could see the
big drop in water level from the second to the first embayment. The dark marks were left high up on the rocks by
the enormous range in tide height (up to 13 m). A few thrills were enjoyed by most and several guests could not get
enough of the adrenaline.
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