
[image: image1.png]stargazing from the top deck and swapped stories of astronomy and star based stories. Overnight was spent
anchored in the quiet waters of St George Basin.

Day 6 Montgomery Reef and Redcone Creek
Wednesday 17/08/11.

After an early breakfast we boarded the Explorer to make the most of the tides and travelled up a deep gutter in the
emerging Montgomery Reef as the tide dropped. The reef is exposed when the tide drops 4 m and water pours off
the reef in numerous cascades. We are only permitted to land on a restricted area on a hard section of the reef
Once on the reef Malcolm and Lea led us around and showed us the very complex nature of life on a reef that is
exposed twice a day. Soft and hard corals, giant clams, brittle stars, sponges, ascidians, worms, crabs, neat mantis
shrimp burrows, and many other different life forms were picked out by Malcolm’s trained eyes. The highlight was
a frog like angler fish excellently disguised as a piece of weedy rock. In the gutter Green Turtles popped their heads
up for a quick breath of air as we drifted out watching cascades and rapids of water shedding from the reef And
don't forget the Reef Herons.

Red Cone Creek and Falls was our destination after lunch. We cruised up the intertidal creek until a rock bar
prevented further progress. Half the group scrambled up a cliff with the aid of a rope and observed the falls before
plunging into a deep but picturesque pool. The rest of the group searched the mangroves for birds and other life.
Under an over-hang near the falls Les spotted a group of Large-footed Myotis a bat that catches fish by trailing its
long hind toes and claws in the water until they snag on a fish. Photography and boat handling was tricky especially
as the rock roof had a good collection of the hanging nests of the fierce paper wasp.

Another fishing trip was run by mate Malcolm, this time in Red Cone Creek. This was very successful with six
species and 18 individual fish caught and released including two small sharks and a Rock Cod, a fish we would hear
much more about the next day. During the afternoon engine room tours gave guests the nuts and bolts of what
makes a vessel like the Coral Princess tick.

But the expeditions for the day were not over yet. After dinner we went Croc. spotting, looking for the pink
reflective eyes of crocodiles out fishing for the evening. We spotted one and had great close views as it approached
the boat mouth open and curious.

Day 7 Raft Point Art and Rankin Island Wall.
Thursday 18/08/11

Red Cone Creek was so good it beckoned us back again in the early morning for a birdwatch. The Chestnut Rail
was keenly sought by Barb our super twitcher, but to no avail. There were other birds about though including the
Pied Imperial Pigeon and the mangrove specialist, the Mangrove Robin. The early morning light and bird song gave
a great atmosphere. Back for breakfast and then after a scenic steam to Raft Point we anchoted beneath the
spectacular bluffs nearby.

A shore party set forth to climb to the significant Wadjina site. It was a steep walk up the hill along a rocky track
but there were great views on the way of Steep Island below in the bay and boabs and grevilleas to admire. At the
art site there were two galleries, the upper one told the story of a Wandjina and a great fish chase that ended at Raft
Point. Malcolm gave an interpretation of the art work and explained how essential it is for the artwork to be
regularly maintained by the traditional owners of the land. The ceiling and walls of the upper gallery were covered
with ochre drawings of Wandjinas, fish, turtles, yams and symbolic totem figures. There were also examples of
other art forms such as hand stencils, bee’s wax (turtle and human figure) and in the lower gallery and further along
the cliff there were Bradshaw style drawings.
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