
[image: image1.png]almost warranted a species list of marine life. We retired for our first night afloat on a very gently rocking boat.
Weather forecasts predicted good conditions for the notorious crossing of the Bonaparte Gulf. (‘Blownapart Gulf’to
some, but not us, this trip).

Day 2 Crossing Bonaparte and King George Gorge
Saturday, 13/08/11

The Bonaparte Gulf was kind to us and we were greeted with a morning scene of a calm sea and the first of many
yummy breakfasts. It was great to be at sea without anything on the horizon.

We were lured to the lounge by the intriguing title of a talk be Les, 'Boabs, Bradshaws and Bats'. He described how
current research from a variety of disciplines (genetics, geology, anthropology, botany and zoology) are all
combining to give some new insights into Kimberley prehistory. Les focused on the art styles of the Kimberley. The
Wandjina Art style is more recent and is still followed today. The Gwion Gwion (Bradshaw) style is more ancient,
at least tens of thousands of years old. Only Les could make bats a key to a talk about rock art. It whetted our
appetite to see the rock art itself. '

Malcolm Turner enthralled the listeners with a wide ranging talk on marine mammals spiced with wit and humour
leading off with the vital specifications of mermaids and how these related to the dugong. Other marine mammals
covered included dolphins and other whales, a group of particular significance during this trip as over the next few
days we will be crossing the area in which many sightings have been made in the past. In fact that day we saw
mother and young calf humpback whales in the Bonaparte Gulf, a good omen.

After lunch rounded Cape Rulhieres and anchored at Koolama Bay at the mouth of the King George River. The trip
up River to the King George Falls was very scenic with tall cliffs of Wharton sandstone on each side. Many
remarked upon the blocky nature of the imposing cliffs that was explained by the working of vertical joint cracks
together with the horizontal bedding planes. We stopped to look at the nests of an Osprey and a Peregrine Falcon,
and inspected some honeycomb erosion. All were affected by the sheer majesty of the place particularly as we
drifted into the pit below the two great drops, the left being the main river while the right drop belonged to a side
channel diversion. Passengers were transferred in groups into rubber duckies and were treated to an up close and
personal view of the highest falls in WA Suitably refreshed from a dunking we cruised back down stream. The
grandeur of the red and orange cliffs in the late afternoon sun against the blue sky was an incentive to keep the
camera shutters busy.

Over drinks on the CP Malcolm and Les and told the story of the 'Koolama'. She was bombed and strafed by the
Japanese airforce during WWII as a consequence of the fall of Timor and the day after the great raid on Darwin.
The crippled ship was 20k out to sea and the captain with 180 crew and passengers managed to beach the vessel on
the sandbar at the mouth of the King George River. Everyone survived bar one — some were picked up by a lugger
and others walked 150 km overland to Kalumburu Mission. The Koolama was finally refloated by the captain and a
volunteer crew and made it to Wyndham were it was attacked again and eventually sank in the harbour.

We up-anchored and headed north-westward to ultimately round Cape Londonderry into quieter water.

Day 3 Winyalkan Islands and Bigge Id.

Sunday 14/08/11

Les led off the days activities with a talk delving into "Life in the Mangroves" These rich and fascinating ecosystem

are an integral part of the Kimberley and it was great to get a thorough introduction before exploring them in the
days ahead. As we were to have an opportunity to fly to Mitchell Falls in a few day’s time from a beach on
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